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CURRICULUM VITAE

Peter Whiteford

1 April 1953

Brisbane, Australia; Australian nationality

Professor, Crawford School of Public Policy

College of Asia and the Pacific

JG Crawford Building 132, Lennox Crossing

The Australian National University Canberra ACT 0200
Telephone: 61 (0)403050371

Fax: 61 (0) 2 6125 5448

Email: peter.whiteford@anu.edu.au

Bachelor of Arts (Honours in History), University of Queensland, 1974
Bachelor of Letters (Sociology), Australian National University, 1982

Doctor of Philosophy (Social Policy), University of York, United Kingdom,
1994, D. Phil. Thesis: "Measuring the Outcomes of Social Policy- A
Comparative Analysis

Professor, Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian National University

Visitor, Policy Research Institute, University of Bath, United Kingdom
Visitor, Policy Research Institute, University of Bath, United Kingdom

Director, Policy and Governance Program, Crawford School

Visitor, Policy Research Institute, University of Bath

Visitor, Department of Social Policy and Intervention, Oxford University

Visiting Fellow, UNICEF Innocenti Research Centre, Florence, Italy.

Professor, Social Policy Research Centre, University of New South Wales

Principal Administrator (Welfare Reform), Social Policy Division, Directorate
of Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, OECD

Principal Administrator (Social Policies), Employment Analysis and Policy
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January 2004
May 2000 to
January 2003

March 1996 to May
2000

1995 - 1996

1995

1991 - 1994

1986-1990

1984-85

1983-1984

1975-1983

Division, Directorate of Employment, Labour and Social Affairs, OECD

Principal Administrator (Social Policies), Non-Member Economies and
International Migration Division, Directorate of Education, Employment,
Labour and Social Affairs, OECD

Director (various research sections), Strategic Policy and Analysis Branch,
Department of Family and Community Services, Canberra (formerly
Department of Social Security)

Consultant, Office of the Minister for Social Security, Parliament House,
Canberra

Senior Research Fellow, Social Policy Research Centre, University of New
South Wales

Senior Research Fellow, Social Policy Research Unit, University of York, United
Kingdom

Senior Research Fellow, Social Policy Research Centre, University of New
South Wales, Sydney (Acting Deputy Director from August 1989 to July 1990)

Director, Taxation and Distributional Analysis Section, Development Division,
Department of Social Security, Canberra

Assistant Director, Policy Review Branch, Development Division, Department
of Social Security, Canberra

Various positions, including Senior Project Officer, Long Term Research
Section, Research and Statistics Branch, Clerk, Social Welfare Division, and
Assistant Research Officer, Department of Social Security.

Consultancies and Commissioned Research

2022-23

2022 - 2025

2022

2018

2017

2017

2016 - 2017

Report to the Robodebt Royal Commission,
https://robodebt.royalcommission.gov.au/publications/professor-peter-
whiteford-report-robodebt-royal-commission

Chief Investigator (with Bruce Bradbury, UNSW) Australian Research
Council, Discovery Project, Inequality, Prosperity and the Australian
Welfare State

Member, Advisory Group, Navigating Automated Monthly Assessment in
Universal Credit, University of Bath

Extending Social Protection in Asia, OECD, Paris.
The Future of Social Protection, OECD, Paris.

Project on “What works in helping disadvantaged groups into the labour
market”, Department of Social Services, Canberra.

Inequality and Inclusive Growth Project, Institute for New Economic
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2015-16

2011-2012

2011-2013

2009

2009

2008

2007

2003

2003

2003

2003

2002

2001

2000

Thinking at the Oxford Martin School, University of Oxford

Project on social security preclusion periods, National Welfare Rights
Network

Income Inequality in Australia, GINI project, European Commission.

Chief Investigator (with G. Redmond), Equity and the Tax-Transfer System
in Australia, Australian Research Council.

Study of disparities in child wellbeing in Vanuatu, UNICEF

Lead researcher, project on child poverty and child disparities in Kiribati,
the Solomon Islands and Vanuatu, UNICEF.

Study of policy responses to family joblessness in Australia, Social Inclusion
Unit, Canberra.

Organised an international seminar on “Life Risks, the Life Course and Social
Policy” in Paris, with publication of proceedings in December 2007. Funded by
the Government of the Netherlands.

Organised workshop on income inequality in China, held in Paris in October
2003, in co-operation with the Chinese State Development Planning
Commission. The proceedings of the workshop were published in 2004.
Funded by the Government of Japan.

Prepared background paper for the World Bank on issues in the development
of social safety nets for Iraq, as an input to the Donor’s meeting on Iraq in late
2003.

With Jane Millar of the University of Bath and Michael Mendelson of the
Caledon Institute of Social Policy in Canada prepared a comparative study of
administrative issues (timing and reconciliation) in the design of tax credits.
The report was published by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

Contributed chapter to World Bank Review of labour market policy in Latvia,
looking at role of social protection policies.

Organised an international Conference held in Warsaw in May 2002 on
“Practical Lessons in Pension Reform: Sharing the Experiences of Transition
and OECD Countries”. The Proceedings were published in 2003. Funded by
the Government of the Netherlands.

Planned and managed an international workshop on “Towards Asia’s
Sustainable Development: The Role of Social Protection”, held in Paris in April
2001, and published the proceedings of the workshop in 2002. Funded by the
Government of Japan.

Invited to participate and prepare paper on Australia as part of a study of Child
Benefits in the United Kingdom, Canada, the United States and Australia, with
the Caledon Institute of Social Policy in Canada, funded by Canadian



1999

1997-1998

1996

1995

1995

1995

1994

1994

1994

1993

1992

1991
1990

1989

1988

1988

1987

Government and the Joseph Rowntree Foundation.

Background paper on decentralization and equity in income support for First
International Conference on Federalism - Mont-Tremblant, Canada.

Consultancy for the Asian Development Bank, preparing report on Pension
Systems and Policy in the APEC Economies, September 1997 to March 1998,
with David Stanton.

Invited participant in Workshop for the Lund Committee for Child and Family
Support, Department of National Welfare and Population Development,
KwaZulu Natal, South Africa, May.

Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission, Australia, “Marital Status
Discrimination in Overseas Social Security Systems.

National Youth Housing Strategy, Australia, “Housing Assistance for Young
People”, with Anthony King.

UK Department of Social Security and OECD, Social Assistance in OECD
Countries, with Tony Eardley, lan Gough, Jonathan Bradshaw and John Ditch.

North Yorkshire Health Authority, “Future Incomes and Wealth of Older
Population in North Yorkshire”.

UK Equal Opportunities Commission, “Equalisation of State Pension Ages: the
Gender Impact”, with Sandra Hutton and Steven Kennedy.

UK Department of Social Security, “International Comparisons of the Living
Standards of Older People”, with Steven Kennedy.

UK Department of Social Security, “Support for Children: A comparison of
Arrangements in 15 Countries”, with Jonathan Bradshaw, John Ditch and
Hilary Holmes

Child Poverty Action Group, “The new structure of child benefit”, with John
Ditch and Sara Pickles.

Bureau of Immigration Research, “Immigrants and the Social Security System”

Australian Tax Research Foundation, “Methods of compensating low-income
groups for indirect tax reform”, with Peter Saunders

Consultant to Telecom Australia on methods of assisting low-income groups
with access to telephones and suitable charging policies.

Consultant to the Royal Commission on Social Policy, Wellington, New Zealand,
1988 and wrote section of Commission report on family benefits

Consultant to the then Social Policy Division of Department for Social Security
working on further reforms to family assistance. This process led to the price
indexation of family allowances for first time in 1988.

Seconded to Social Security Review to work on the development of family
policies, prior to the introduction of the family package in 1987, involving
substantial increases in and restructuring of child benefits for unemployed
and for low paid working families.



Teaching

2013 onwards

2008 onwards

Course Convenor and Principal Lecturer for Social Policy Analysis
(POG08025) from 2013 onwards.
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2022 /course/POG08025

Course Convenor and Principal Lecturer for Social Policy, Society
and Change (POG08024), first year compulsory course from 2013,
to 2017.

Co-convenor and substantial lecturing contributions to Principles of
Social Policy (POGO8084) in 2017 and 2018 and Convenor, 2020
onwards
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2019/course/POG08084

Lectured on inequality module in Government, Markets and Global
Change (CRWF) in 2013 and 2014 and Guest Lecturer in 2016 and
2017.

Contributed to Global Social Policy (POG08044) in 2013 and
Principles of Social Policy (POGO8084) in 2014, 2015 and 2016 and
Case Studies in Economic Policy (POG08210).

Other; Executive Education courses; Treasury Tax/Transfer Policy
Foundations Workshop (with Professor Miranda Stewart), 2015-
2016.

PhD Supervision at ANU:

Emily Millane: The Development of Superannuation in Australia
(Awarded 2020)

Daniel Nethery: French Social Security: from an Age of Empire to an
Age of Migration

Timothy Crotty: Higher Education Regimes: Mobility versus
Stratification: Universities and opportunities in a time of growing
inequalities (Awarded 2022)

Zahid Mumtaz: Poverty and informal social protection: evidence from
madrassas in Pakistan (Awarded 2022)

Tess Evenstar: Maternal Employability, Conditionality and the role of
Family Services in the Australian Social Security System (Awarded
2023)

PhD supervision at UNSW:

Peter Davidson: Why some countries are less unemployed than
others: Active Social Policy in Australia, the United Kingdom and
Denmark (Awarded 2018)

M. Kabirul Islam: Food security and social protection in Bangladesh
(Awarded 2016)
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2000 to 2008

1990 to 2000

Service

Board
Memberships

loana Oprea: Education and satisfaction with life: A life cycle
approach (Awarded 2013)

Lecturer at OECD/]Joint Vienna Institute annual courses on social
protection for administrators from transition countries.

Invited Guest Lecturer at Luxembourg Income Study Summer
School at Walferdange, Luxembourg, 1994.

Taught undergraduates and graduates at the University of York, and
involved in teaching on a Master of Arts in Social Security
Management for staff of the UK Department of Social Security. This
included courses on the "Social Policy of Old Age", "Comparative
Social Security Policy”, and "Comparative Welfare State

Development".

Taught on courses on poverty measurement issues for officials of
the Department of Labour and Social Protection of the Slovak
Republic (in York) and on social security systems for the Romanian
Ministry of Social Protection in Bucharest. This course was
organised by the University of East Anglia and funded by UNICEF.

Member, Education Committee, Crawford School of Public Policy,
ANU, 2020.

ANU: CAP CASS Governance Project 2016.

Member, Editorial Board of the Australian Journal of Social Issues.
Since 2000 I have refereed articles for the Journal of Political
Philosophy, the Australian Medical Journal, Australian Journal of
Public Administration, the Journal of Comparative Policy Analysis, the
International Journal of Social Welfare, the Journal of Social Policy,
Ageing and Society, the Journal of European Social Policy, the Journal
of Population Ageing, Socio-Economic Review, the Australian Journal
of Labour Economics, Economic Record, Economic Papers, the
Australian Journal of Politics and History and the International Social
Security Review.

External Reviewer: Productivity Commission Reports 2012-2018.
Parliamentary Budget Office, Disability Support Pension: Historical
and projected trends, Report no. 01/2018.

Member, Inclusive Prosperity Commission, Chifley Research Centre.

Member, Interim Economic Inclusion Advisory Committee,
Australian Government, Canberra, 2022-24.

2015-16, Independent Member of the Sustainability Committee,
National Disability Insurance Agency.



PUBLICATIONS

1. Monographs, Chapters in Books, Articles, Refereed Conference Papers and
Working Papers

Forthcoming

Whiteford, P. (2025), “Land of the ‘fair go’? Democracy and equality”, Chapter 28 in Amanda
Dunn (Ed), The D Word: How does, Australian democracy work? The Conversation, Thames
and Hudson.

2023

Whiteford, P. (2023), Report to the Robodebt Royal Commission, March 2023,
https://robodebt.royalcommission.gov.au/publications /professor-peter-whiteford-report-

robodebt-royal-commission

Whiteford, P. (2023), “The Future of Social Security”, Chapter 6 in Andrew Podger, Jane Hall
and Mike Woods (Eds), More Than Fiscal: The Intergenerational Report, Sustainability and
Public Policy in Australia, ANU Press, Canberra, DOI: http://doi.org/10.22459 /MF.2023.

2022

Griffiths D, Sheehan L, Petrie D, van Vreden C, Whiteford P, Collie A (2022) The health
impacts of a 4-month long community-wide COVID-19 lockdown: Findings from a
prospective longitudinal study in the state of Victoria, Australia. PLoS ONE 17(4):
e0266650. https://doi.org/10.1371 /journal.pone.0266650 [Google Scholar: 27 citations]

D Griffiths, L. Sheehan, C van Vreden, D Petrie, P Whiteford, MR Sim (2022), Changes in work

and health of Australians during the COVID-19 pandemic: a longitudinal cohort study, BMC
Public Health 22 (1), 487. [Google Scholar: 13 citations]

2021

Adema, W. and Whiteford, P., “Public and Private Welfare”, in Daniel Béland, Kimberly ].
Morgan, Herbert Obinger, and Christopher Pierson, (Editors), The Oxford Handbook of the
Welfare State, Oxford University Press, 2nd Edition.

Whiteford, P. (2021), “Statistics and stereotypes: The taxed and the taxed-not”, Australian
Journal of Social Issues, First published: 06 September 2021,
https://doi.org/10.1002/ajs4.182 [Google Scholar: 2 citations]

Bryant, Kathleen and Huang, Chye-Ching and Millar, Jane and Whiteford, Peter, The
Importance of Minimizing the Risk of Repayment When Delivering Monthly Child Tax Credit
Payments: Lessons from the United Kingdom, Australia, New Zealand, and Canada (July 15,
2021). Available at SSRN: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract id=3883655

Whiteford, P. (2021), “Debt by design: The anatomy of a social policy fiasco — Or was it
something worse? Australian Journal of Public Administration, First published: 14 April
2021, https://doi.org/10.1111/1467-8500.12479 [Google Scholar: 58 citations]

Yanotti, M., Banks, M., de Silva, A., Anantharama, N., Whiteford, P., Bowman, D. and
Csereklyei, Z. (2021) The utility of new data in understanding housing insecurity, AHURI Final
Report No. 351, Australian Housing and Urban Research Institute Limited, Melbourne,
https://www.ahuri.edu.au/research/final-reports/351, doi:10.18408/ahuri5321801 .
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D Griffiths, L Sheehan, C van Vreden, D Petrie, G Grant, P Whiteford (2021), The Impact of
Work Loss on Mental and Physical Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Baseline

Findings from a Prospective Cohort Study, Journal of occupational rehabilitation, 1-8.
[Google Scholar: 93 citations]

Mumtaz, Z., & Whiteford, P. (2021a), Comparing formal and informal social protection: A
case study exploring the usefulness of informal social protection in Pakistan. Journal of
International and Comparative Social Policy, 37(3), 243-272. [Google Scholar: 26 citations]

Z Mumtaz, P Whiteford (2021b), Machine Learning Based Approach for Sustainable Social
Protection Policies in Developing Societies, Mobile Networks and Applications 26 (1), 159-1.
[Google Scholar: 8 citations]

D Griffiths, L. Sheehan, C van Vreden, P Whiteford, A Collie (2021), Returning to the
workplace during the COVID-19 pandemic: The concerns of Australian workers, Journal of
Occupational Rehabilitation (31) 4 https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.03.28.21254520

2020

Bowman, D., M. Banks, P. Whiteford, A. de Silva, N. Anantharama, Z, Csereklyei and S. Mallett
(2020), Everyone Counts: Uncovering Patterns of Newstart Allowance Receipt, Brotherhood of
St Laurence, Melbourne.

Millar, J. and P. Whiteford (2020), “Timing it right or timing it wrong: How should income-
tested benefits deal with changes in circumstances?” Journal of Poverty and Social Justice.
28,1, 3-20. [Google Scholar: 23 citations]

Collie, A., L. Sheehan, C. van Vreden, G. Grant, P. Whiteford, D. Petrie, M. R. Sim (2020),
“Psychological Distress Among People Losing Work During the COVID-19 Pandemic in Australia”
medRxiv 2020.05.06.20093773; doi: https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.05.06.20093773
[Google Scholar: 17 citations]

2019

Whiteford, P. “Social Security since Henderson”, in P. Saunders (Ed), Social Security Reform:
Revisiting Henderson and Basic Income, Melbourne University Press, Melbourne. [Google
Scholar: 14 citations]

Adema, W., P. Fron, E. Shin and P. Whiteford, “Extending coverage and the future of social
protection in Asia and the Pacific”, Chapter 2, Society at a Glance: Asia/Pacific 2019, OECD
Publishing, Paris, https://doi.org/10.1787 /soc aag-2019-en.

2018

Whiteford, P. and A. Heron, “Non-standard workers in a tax-financed social protection
system: The Case of Australia” in The Future of Social Protection: What works for non-
standard workers? OECD, Paris. https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-

standard-workers-with-tax-financing 9789264306943-5-en [Google Scholar: 18 citations]

Stewart, M. and P. Whiteford, “Balancing Equity and Efficiency in the Tax and Transfer
System” in R. Breunig and M. Fabian (Eds) Hybrid Public Policy Innovations: Contemporary
Policy Beyond Ideology, Routledge.


https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10926-021-09958-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10926-021-09958-7
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10926-021-09958-7
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-social-policy/article/overcoming-hybridisation-in-global-welfare-regime-classifications-lessons-from-a-single-case-study/E47E5305081E99DF58A277FE5E3066AB
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-social-policy/article/overcoming-hybridisation-in-global-welfare-regime-classifications-lessons-from-a-single-case-study/E47E5305081E99DF58A277FE5E3066AB
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.03.28.21254520
https://www.bsl.org.au/research/publications/everyone-counts/
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/jpsj/2020/00000028/00000001/art00001;jsessionid=a2t5r1qi719ce.x-ic-live-03
https://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/tpp/jpsj/2020/00000028/00000001/art00001;jsessionid=a2t5r1qi719ce.x-ic-live-03
https://doi.org/10.1101/2020.05.06.20093773
https://doi.org/10.1787/soc_aag-2019-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/the-future-of-social-protection/australia-providing-social-protection-to-non-standard-workers-with-tax-financing_9789264306943-5-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/the-future-of-social-protection/australia-providing-social-protection-to-non-standard-workers-with-tax-financing_9789264306943-5-en
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/social-issues-migration-health/the-future-of-social-protection/australia-providing-social-protection-to-non-standard-workers-with-tax-financing_9789264306943-5-en

Whiteford, P. in B. Nolan (Ed), “Inequality and Inclusive Growth: Assessing the Australian
experience”, Inequality and Inclusive Growth in Rich Countries: Shared Challenges and
Contrasting Fortunes, Oxford University Press.

Whiteford, P. (2018), “Intergenerational Inequality”, in How Unequal? Insights on inequality,
Committee for the Economic Development of Australia, April 2018, Melbourne.
https://www.ceda.com.au/researchandpolicies/research/population/how-unequal-
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2017

Mumtaz, Z. and P. Whiteford, “Social safety nets in the development of a welfare system in
Pakistan: an analysis of the Benazir Income Support Programme”, Asia Pacific Journal of
Public Administration, 39:1, 16-38, DOI1:10.1080/23276665.2017.1290902 [Google Scholar:
25 citations]

Whiteford, P. “Trends in income inequality in Australia”. AQ - Australian Quarterly, Vol. 88,
No. 3, Jul/Sep 2017: 30-36.

Whiteford, P., Social Security and welfare spending in Australia: Assessing long-term trends
Policy Brief no: 1/2017, Tax and Transfer Policy Institute, July Canberra. [Google Scholar: 14
citations]

2016

Whiteford P, Should we be worried about "Zero Net Taxpayers"? Policy Brief no: 5/2016,
Tax and Transfer Policy Institute, November, Canberra [Google Scholar: 4 citations]

Regan, S. and P. Whiteford, Measures to address poverty traps caused by Income Maintenance
Periods and Compensation Preclusion Periods, National Welfare Rights Network, Sydney,
http://www.nssrn.org.au/wp/wp-content/uploads/2017 /01 /NWRN-waiting-periods-and-
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Paper presented to the EUROMED Expert Meeting on Managing the Social Consequences of
Economic Reform, Marrakech, Morocco, 20-21 May, 2004.

(Peter Whiteford, Willem Adema and Janet Gornick), Family Policy and the Restructuring of
the Welfare State: A Comparative Analysis of OECD Countries, Paper presented to the
European Social Policy Network Meeting, Oxford, 9-11 September.
http://www.apsoc.ox.ac.uk/Espanet/espanetconference/papers/ppr.10C.PW.new.pdf

2002

Security, Effectiveness, Equity: Developments in Social Protection in OECD European Countries,
Paper presented to the European Regional Meeting of the International Social Security
Association on New and Revised Approaches to Social Protection in Europe, Budapest, 13-15
November, 2002

2001

“Information Requirements and Administration of Social Assistance Programs”, Paper
presented to Asian Development Bank Institute Workshop on Emerging Issues in Social
Protection, 10 to 14 December, Phnom Penh.

“From Enterprise Protection to Social Protection: Social Security Reform in China”, Paper
presented to the Initiative for Policy Dialogue Workshop, Worcester College, Oxford,
September 4-5.

“Social Safety Nets: What Forms of Social Protection?” Paper presented to Asian
Development Bank Institute workshop on Social Safety Nets in Asia, Tokyo, 19 - 28 March.

“Pension Policy and Pension Reform: Perspectives from OECD Countries”, Paper for OECD/]VI
Institute Seminar, Vienna, 11-15 December 2000.

1999

“Reconciling Equity and Decentralization in Income Security”, Background Paper for the
International Conference on Federalism, Committee for a Forum of Federations, Mont-
Tremblant, Canada, October 5-8.

“Reforming Retirement Incomes in Australia”, Paper presented to the Conference on “Social
Security Policy: Challenges before India and South Asia”, the World Bank Institute and the
International Centre for Co-operation and Development, New Delhi, India, November 1-3.

“Issues in the Design of Means Tests: The Australian Experience”, Paper presented to the
Conference on “Social Security Policy: Challenges before India and South Asia”, the World
Bank Institute and the International Centre for Co-operation and Development, New Delhi,
India, November 1-3.

“Trends in Social Security for the Retired in the Asia-Pacific Region”. Presentation to
Workshop for the Ministry of Labour and Social Security, Beijing, China, 8-12 November.
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(Peter Whiteford and Kim Bond), “Income Support, Retirement Incomes and the Living
Standards of Older People in Australia: Trends and Comparisons”, Paper presented to the
Productivity Commission Conference, Melbourne, 18-19 March.

“Public and Private Provision for Retirement in Australia”, Presentation to training program
for delegation from Ministry of Labour and Social Security, People’s Republic of China,
Australia Asia Management Centre, Australian National University, 12-13 May.

“Issues in Devolution of Income Support”, Presentation to training program for delegation
from the State Planning Commission, People’s Republic of China, Australia Asia Management
Centre, Australian National University, September.

"Ending Child Poverty: Lessons from Australia?" Seminar at Centre for Analysis of Social
Exclusion, London School of Economics; University of Bristol and University of Bath,
September.

"Explaining the Growth of Social Security Spending in Australia: A Decomposition Analysis",
Seminar at OECD, Paris, September.

“Redistribution and the Welfare State: A Revisionist View”, Seminar Paper, Politics
Department, Australian National University, October.

(Peter Whiteford and Kim Bond), “The First Pillar: Assessing the Distributional Effects of
Australian Public Pensions”, Paper given to Conference on “The Economics and Finance of
Retirement”, University of New South Wales, 29-30 November.

“Welfare Dependence and the Dynamics of Social Security Receipt”, Paper to the Social
Housing Workshop, Australian Council of Social Service, Sydney, 2 December.

1998

(David Stanton and Peter Whiteford) "Pension Systems in the APEC Economies"”, Paper
presented to the APEC Regional Forum on Pension Fund Reforms, Cancun, Mexico, February 4-
6.

(Peter Whiteford and lan Morrow), “The Growth of Social Security Spending in Australia,
1965 to 1997: Explanations and Comparisons”, Paper Presented to the Economists’
Conference, Sydney, September,

(Natalie Jackson and Peter Whiteford), “Demographic Influences on Social Security
Spending”, Paper presented to the Annual Conference of the Australian Population Association,
Brisbane, October.

(Peter Whiteford, Geetha Premaretne, Jane McHugh, and Robyn Seth-Purdie), “Families,
Labour Market Trends and Social Security”, Paper presented to the Australian Institute of
Family Studies Research Conference, Melbourne, November.

“Retirement Incomes and Social Security Reform in Australia”, Paper presented to the Joint
conference of the Asian Development Bank and the Pacific Pension Institute on Policy Options
for Pension Reform in Asia: Challenges in Design and Implementation, Manila, the Philippines,
December 3-4.

1997

'Patterns of Benefit Receipt Among Lone Parent Families: A Comparison of Australia, New
Zealand, the United Kingdom and the United States', Paper presented to the Conference
Beyond Dependency: A Watershed for Welfare, Auckland, New Zealand, 16-19 March.
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"From Welfare to Work? The JET program for Lone Parents" Paper presented to the Annual
Social Policy Conference, University of Humberside and Lincolnshire, United Kingdom, July.

1996

'Social Protection versus Economic Flexibility: Is There a Trade-Off?" Paper Presented to
Annual Meeting of Research Committee 19 (Social Welfare), International Sociological
Association, Canberra, August.

'How Reliable are International Comparisons of the Distribution of Income?’ Paper presented
to Seminar, Department of Social Welfare, Wellington, New Zealand, November.

'The Social Safety Net: Public Assistance in OECD Countries’, Paper presented to Seminar,
Department of Social Welfare, Wellington, New Zealand, November.

1995

'Is Australia Particularly Unequal? Paper Presented to the 1995 National Social Policy
Conference, Social Policy and the Challenges of Social Change, July, Social Policy Research
Centre, University of New South Wales; revised version presented to the Academy of Social
Sciences Workshop, Contract State, Social Charter or Social Compromise, Sydney, December.

1994

(With Steven Kennedy and Jonathan Bradshaw), 'The Economic Circumstances of Children
and Families in a Cross-National Perspective', Paper presented to 31st Children and Families
Research Conference, April, University of London.

(With Steven Kennedy), 'Resource Packages among the Older Population’, Paper presented
to the 23rd Annual Conference of The Association for Research on Income and Wealth, August,
New Brunswick, Canada.

1993

'The Concept of Income in International Comparative Research’, Paper Presented to the
International Sociological Association Conference on Comparative Research on Welfare States
in Transition, 1992, Wadham College, Oxford.

1992

(With Jonathan Bradshaw, John Ditch, and Hilary Holmes), 'Comparing Child Support', Paper
Presented to the Conference on Social Security: 50 Years after Beveridge, September,
University of York.

'Assessing the Impact of Anti-Poverty Policies: The Australian Experience’, Paper Presented
to the Multidisciplinary Research Conference on Poverty and Distribution, November,
Norwegian Central Bureau of Statistics, Oslo.

1991

'Income inequality and social policy in Australia: the record of the Hawke government', Paper
given at the Social Research Conference, Australian Consortium for Social and Political
Research, December, Brisbane.

1989

(With Bruce Bradbury and Jennifer Doyle) 'How families have fared: the living standards
debate’, Paper given at the Conference on Social Policy in Australia: What Future for the
Welfare State? July, University of New South Wales.
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(With Marilyn McHugh and Russell Ross) 'Sole parents: improving their labour market
status’, Paper given at the Conference on Social Policy in Australia: What Future for the Welfare
State? July, University of New South Wales.

3. Media, blogs and opinion
Twitter: @WhitefordPeter

[ am the 14t ranked ANU author on The Conversation, 73 Articles, 2.01 million Reads and
364 Publishers

August 1, 2023, Dutton’s JobSeeker plans would at first leave 640,000 worse off and 168,000
better off , The Conversation.

July 23 2023, The welfare myth of lifters and leaners must be put behind us so Robodebt is
never repeated, The Guardian Australia.

July 7 2023, The Robodebt Royal Commission will tell us who's to blame, but that’s just the start,
The Conversation.

July 6 2023, Australia’s ‘retirement age’ just became 67. So why are the French so upset about
working until 64? The Conversation.

March 16 2023, Why Robodebt's use of income averaging lacked basic common sense , The
Conversation.

March 15 2023, Perrottet's child trust fund policy dusts off an idea last tried by UK Labour,
The Conversation.

28 October, 2022, How Generous is the British Welfare State? IPR Blog, University of Bath.

2 November 2022, How Generous is the British Welfare State, Part 2: The social division of

welfare - taxation, the public and private mix and redistribution IPR Blog, University of
Bath.

17 November 2022, How Generous is the British Welfare State, Part 3: Comparing
Assistance for Households, IPR Blog, University of Bath.

11 July, 2022, Do Australians pay too much income tax? 6 charts on how we rank against the
rest of the world, The Conversation.

Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, 26 April 2022, How can more people be on
unemployment benefits than before covid with fewer unemployved Australians? Here's how,
The Conversation.

Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, 21 April 2022, Albanese has dropped Labor's pledge
to boost jobseeker; with unemployment low is that actually fair enough? The Conversation.

Zahid Mumtaz and Peter Whiteford, 23 September 2021, 'It is a big relief for me': how the
welfare provided by madrassas holds a key to fighting the Taliban , The Conversation.

Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, 13 July, 2021, As Sydney’s lockdown continues what
support is available and needed for people losing income? The Conversation

“Robodebt: a multilayered policy failure”, Progress in Political Economy, 22 June 2021
https://www.ppesydney.net/robodebt-a-multi-layered-policy-failure/
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https://theconversation.com/the-robodebt-royal-commission-will-tell-us-whos-to-blame-but-thats-just-the-start-208916
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https://theconversation.com/why-robodebts-use-of-income-averaging-lacked-basic-common-sense-201296
https://theconversation.com/perrottets-child-trust-fund-policy-dusts-off-an-idea-last-tried-by-uk-labour-201662
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2022/10/28/how-generous-is-the-british-welfare-state/#:~:text=How%20much%20is%20spent%3F,nearly%2040%20high%2Dincome%20countries
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2022/11/02/how-generous-is-the-british-welfare-state-part-2-the-social-division-of-welfare-taxation-the-public-and-private-mix-and-redistribution/
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2022/11/02/how-generous-is-the-british-welfare-state-part-2-the-social-division-of-welfare-taxation-the-public-and-private-mix-and-redistribution/
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2022/11/17/how-generous-is-the-british-welfare-state-part-3-comparing-assistance-for-households/
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2022/11/17/how-generous-is-the-british-welfare-state-part-3-comparing-assistance-for-households/
https://theconversation.com/do-australians-pay-too-much-income-tax-6-charts-on-how-we-rank-against-the-rest-of-the-world-185223
https://theconversation.com/do-australians-pay-too-much-income-tax-6-charts-on-how-we-rank-against-the-rest-of-the-world-185223
https://theconversation.com/how-can-more-people-be-on-unemployment-benefits-than-before-covid-with-fewer-unemployed-australians-heres-how-181733
https://theconversation.com/how-can-more-people-be-on-unemployment-benefits-than-before-covid-with-fewer-unemployed-australians-heres-how-181733
https://theconversation.com/albanese-has-dropped-labors-pledge-to-boost-jobseeker-with-unemployment-low-is-that-actually-fair-enough-181256
https://theconversation.com/albanese-has-dropped-labors-pledge-to-boost-jobseeker-with-unemployment-low-is-that-actually-fair-enough-181256
https://theconversation.com/it-is-a-big-relief-for-me-how-the-welfare-provided-by-madrassas-holds-a-key-to-fighting-the-taliban-167899
https://theconversation.com/it-is-a-big-relief-for-me-how-the-welfare-provided-by-madrassas-holds-a-key-to-fighting-the-taliban-167899
https://theconversation.com/as-sydneys-lockdown-continues-what-support-is-available-and-needed-for-people-losing-income-164315
https://theconversation.com/as-sydneys-lockdown-continues-what-support-is-available-and-needed-for-people-losing-income-164315
https://www.ppesydney.net/robodebt-a-multi-layered-policy-failure/

“There’s a new temporary COVID disaster payment — who can get it? Who is missing out?”
The Conversation, June 3,2021, https://theconversation.com/theres-a-new-temporary-
covid-disaster-payment-who-can-get-it-who-is-missing-out-162090

“Scott Morrison says the unemployment benefit is at the same level that prevailed during
the Howard era. Is he correct?” RMIT Factcheck, 27 May 2021,
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-05-27 /fact-check-scott-morrison-unemployment-
benefit-howard-era/100130404

Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, February 24, 2021, The $50 boost to JobSeeker will
take Australia’s payment from the lowest in the OECD to the second-lowest after Greece

“Josh Frydenberg says welfare dependency was at a 30-year low heading into the pandemic.
Is that correct?” RMIT Factcheck, 23 February 2021, https://www.abc.net.au/news/2021-
02-23/fact-check-is-welfare-dependency-the-lowest-for-30-years/13178984

“Centrelink and the Robodebt recovery system”, Rear Vision, 6 December 2020, (Re-
broadcast 4 December 2022)
https://www.abc.net.au/radionational /programs /rearvision /robodebt/12946354

November 16 2020, Robodebt was a policy fiasco with a human cost we have vet to fully
appreciate , The Conversation.

Bruce Bradbury and Peter Whiteford, September 21, 2020, Unemployment support will be
slashed by $300 this week. This won'’t help people find work

August 20, 2020, There will be no pension increase in September for the first time in 23
years. But there is a simple fix https://theconversation.com /there-will-be-no-pension-
increase-in-september-for-the-first-time-in-23-years-but-there-is-a-simple-fix-144732

Andrew Podger, David Stanton and Peter Whiteford, August 10 2020, Public Sector
Informant: It's time for a royal commission into Robodebt,
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6855768/its-time-for-a-royal-commission-into-

robodebt/

May 21, 2020, When the Coronavirus Supplement stops, JobSeeker needs to increase by
$185 a week, https://theconversation.com/when-the-coronavirus-supplement-stops-
jobseeker-needs-to-increase-by-185-a-week-138417

Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, May 13, 2020, If we want workers to stay home when
sick, we need paid leave for casuals, https://theconversation.com/if-we-want-workers-to-
stay-home-when-sick-we-need-paid-leave-for-casuals-138431

Peter Whiteford (plus 42), April 7, 2020, Open letter to the prime minister: extend
coronavirus support to temporary workers, https://theconversation.com/open-letter-to-

the-prime-minister-extend-coronavirus-support-to-temporary-workers-135691
Miranda Stewart and Peter Whiteford, April 1 2020, Canberra must create a huge new

welfare-state system, https://www.afr.com/policy/economy/canberra-must-create-a-
huge-new-welfare-state-system-20200401-p54fvn
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Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, March 25, 2020, Coronavirus supplement: your guide
to the Australian payments that will go to the extra million on welfare,
https://theconversation.com/coronavirus-supplement-your-guide-to-the-australian-
payments-that-will-go-to-the-extra-million-on-welfare-134358

Peter Whiteford and Bruce Bradbury, March 11, 2020, When it comes to sick leave, we're
not much better prepared for coronavirus than the US, https://theconversation.com/when-

it-comes-to-sick-leave-were-not-much-better-prepared-for-coronavirus-than-the-us-

133231

14 February 2020, "Policy choices and automation: how benefits systems can create unjust
debts" Jane Millar, University of Bath and Peter Whiteford, Australian National University,
Transforming Society.

25th July 2019, Timing it wrong, part two: Universal Credit inherits overpayments from Tax
Credits, Jane Millar, University of Bath and Peter Whiteford, Australian National University,
IPR Blog.

24 July 2019, Are most people on the Newstart unemployment benefit for the short or long-
term? The Conversation.

10 July 2019, Is Newstart really the pacesetter Scott Morrison says it is? Inside Story.

1 July 2019, Whither the middle class? Peter Whiteford, Australian National University and
Jane Millar, University of Bath., IPR Blog.

8 June 2019, A snapshot of life in the middle class Canberra Times.

31 May 2019, A rising tide that hasn't lifted all boats , Inside Story.

30 April 2019, Expecting the Unexpected, Inside Story.

9 April 2019, The Coalition’s record on social policy: big on promises, short on follow-
through, The Conversation.

8 April 2019, In it together: why receiving benefits is far more common than we think,
Social Policy Association Blog, 50 for 50, No. 44.

6 March 2019, Future budgets are going to have to spend more on welfare, which is fine. It’s
spending on us, The Conversation.

5 March 2019, A ‘Fresh Approach to Universal Credit’ — Are There Lessons from Australia?
Peter Whiteford, Australian National University and Jane Millar, University of Bath., IPR
Blog.

1 March 2019, Timing it wrong: Benefits, Income Tests, Overpayments and Debts, Peter
Whiteford, Australian National University and Jane Millar, University of Bath., IPR Blog.

December 3, 2018, It's not just Newstart. Single parents are $271 per fortnight worse off.
Labor needs an overarching welfare review, Peter Whiteford, Crawford School of Public
Policy, Australian National University; Ben Phillips, Australian National University; Bruce
Bradbury, UNSW; David Stanton, Australian National University; Matthew Gray, Australian
National University, and Miranda Stewart, Crawford School of Public Policy, Australian
National University

30 November 30 2018, Why social policy counts, Inside Story.

October 22, 2018, FactCheck: is the Coalition spending ‘$1 billion extra, every year’ on
aged care?, The Conversation.
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https://insidestory.org.au/is-newstart-the-pace-setter-scott-morrison-says-it-is/
https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2019/07/01/whither-the-middle-class/
https://www.canberratimes.com.au/story/6204673/a-snapshot-of-life-in-the-middle-class/
https://insidestory.org.au/a-rising-tide-that-hasnt-lifted-all-boats/
https://insidestory.org.au/expecting-the-unexpected/
https://theconversation.com/the-coalitions-record-on-social-policy-big-on-promises-short-on-follow-through-114611
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http://www.social-policy.org.uk/50-for-50/australia-welfare/
http://theconversation.com/future-budgets-are-going-to-have-to-spend-more-on-welfare-which-is-fine-its-spending-on-us-111498
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https://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2019/03/05/a-fresh-approach-to-universal-credit-are-there-lessons-from-australia/
http://blogs.bath.ac.uk/iprblog/2017/03/01/timing-it-wrong-benefits-income-tests-overpayments-and-debts/
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https://theconversation.com/profiles/david-stanton-606858
https://theconversation.com/profiles/matthew-gray-229834
https://theconversation.com/profiles/miranda-stewart-329
https://insidestory.org.au/why-social-policy-counts/
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