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The Australia Pacific Training Coalition (APTC) is a major Australian 
government foreign aid initiative that commenced in 2008, that has spent over 
$350 million, and that has turned out over 15,000 graduates with Australian 
qualifications. Analysis of graduate tracer surveys in our recent Devpolicy 
Discussion Paper shows that employment outcomes for APTC graduates 
looking for a job (job-seekers) have worsened markedly over the last decade. 
Graduates from each of the seven Pacific countries for whom there is 
sufficient data show worsening outcomes over time. Employment outcomes 
have worsened in part because APTC has changed the composition of 
courses it offers towards qualifications with weaker employer demand, 
but mainly because of the falling demand for the trades and hospitality 
qualifications it has offered since inception. There are worse employment 
outcomes for female APTC job-seekers. Our analysis suggests that concerns 
about brain drain are overblown. We suggest the APTC adopt a greater focus 
on promoting international migration opportunities to improve employment 
outcomes for their graduates, a more demand-led approach to student 
admission and course selection, and a review of the quality of graduates.

We also, in a related new Policy Brief propose one solution to the above 
problem, namely, helping APTC graduates to migrate to Australia under 
existing temporary skilled visas.

This webinar is free and open to the public. It will be recorded, and the 
recording will be made available after the event through the Development 
Policy Centre website (https://devpolicy.crawford.anu.edu.au/).

Worsening employment outcomes 
for Pacific technical graduate job-
seekers, and one possible solution 
Wednesday 10 March  12–1pm (AEDT)

 CRICOS# 00120C

Speaker
Dr Richard Curtain
Research Fellow, Development 
Policy Centre, ANU

Professor Stephen Howes
Director, Development Policy 
Centre, ANU

Registration at 
https://anu.zoom.us/webinar/
register/ WN_8VdFvdSESh6W
H4kOuFYwRA

E arichika.okazaki@anu.edu.au
T +61 2 6125 6805

P U B L I C  W E B I N A R

https://anu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8VdFvdSESh6WH4kOuFYwRA
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3785672
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3785672
https://devpolicy.org/publications/policy_briefs/PB20-Helping-APTC-trades-graduates-to-migrate-to-Australia-under-the-TSS-Feb-2021.pdf

