
 

Pacific Migration
Workshop
4 September 2024 
Canberra, Australia

Call for Papers

The Development Policy Centre’s 2024 Pacific
Migration Workshop, organised in partnership
with the 2024 State of the Pacific Conference
and the ANU Migration Hub Update, is an
important forum for discussion of Pacific
migration issues and their economic, social,
political, and environmental dimensions.
 
This year’s theme is Expanding Opportunities for
Pacific Migration.
 
We invite abstracts and panels from
policymakers, practitioners and academics on
topics that broadly address this theme. 
 
Potential topics include (but are not limited to):

Pacific labour mobility
Permanent migration pathways,

settlement and employment
Migration and development
Gender and migration
Migration and environment
Human rights and migration
Migration governance Contact

Submit abstracts by May 31 with email
subject Pacific Migration Workshop
E: devpolicy@anu.edu.au

facebook.com
linked.com
twitter.com
instagram.handle

1

TEQSA Provider ID: PRV12002 (Australian University) | CRICOS Provider #00120C

This presentation delves into the intricate social 
identities in Papua New Guinea (PNG) and focuses 
on the challenges and negotiations between 
dynamic local identities with state politics and 
development policies and processes in PNG. Using 
tok stori methodology, the research explores 
relationships between multiple layers of identities 
and state development policies of redistribution of 
resources, and their role as drivers in movements 
for greater decentralisation via special autonomy 
in the subnational island jurisdictions of East New 
Britain Province (ENB) and the Autonomous Region 
of Bougainville (AROB).

The location-specific focus of this research seeks 
to understand what Indigenous peoples in these 
provinces hope to gain through special autonomy 
and the dynamics between local identities and 
government development. This examination of the 
interfaces between identities, development, and 
decentralisation and how they are strategized 
within provincial and state governments will shed 
light on the contemporary dynamics of the state of 
PNG as we ask the question, “autonomy for what?”.

Otonomi bilong wanem? Autonomy for what?:
interfaces between identity, development, 
and decentralisation in Papua New Guinea 

Friday, 27 September 12:30 - 1:30pm 

Speaker 

James Reid Stiefvater 
PhD Candidate, Massey University 

Locations 

1. MBA Suite (SBPP building, UPNG)  
2. Seminar room 7 (Crawford School, ANU)  
3. Online via Zoom 

Register 
 

events.devpolicy.org/20240927

Contact 
 

E:  devpolicy@anu.edu.au

 
The monthly ANU-UPNG seminar series is part of the 
partnership between the ANU Crawford School of 
Public Policy and the UPNG, supported by the  
PNG-Aus Partnership.
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